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18 January 2017  

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Apparently it was blue Monday this week which is supposed to have been the gloomiest day of the year for a variety of 

reasons.  The mood amongst the pupils was quite the opposite, however, as Fifth Form and IB students have completed 

their rehearsal examinations and many of the Upper Sixth are receiving exciting offers from their university choices. 

 

The intention is to publish results to parents on January 24th via the portal. 

 

The feel-good factor extended into last night’s Upper Fourth parents’ evening which is such an important event in 

maintaining strong links with parents and keeping you up to date with progress and targets.  It was well attended last 

night and I am particularly grateful to parents who flew into the country specially to attend the evening.  It was clear that, 

in general, the year group are building on the fine foundations that they created last year.  I think one of the under-rated 

challenges for parents and educators is to enable children to enjoy praise.  There was plenty of it about last night and 

children often find it an excruciating experience to be unreservedly praised in front of their parents. 

 

You may have read this week that Bromsgrove School retains its ranking as 4th in the country for school sport.  This has 

been achieved through the collective efforts and achievements of so many pupils across a wide range of sports over the 

last year.  Rankings and league tables have their place, it provides a warm endorsement of our work, but our real reward 

comes from the personal and athletic development that we see at every level as children pass through the School. 

 

Our sporting highlights in the last week have been in the Cross Country County Championships where there were 

excellent runs from Orla Walker, Izzy James and Abbie Saker with all three qualifying for the Inter-Counties competition 

in March. Kieran Walker ran well in the boys’ race too. 

 

We were pleased to hear that the girls have qualified for the National Finals for table tennis later this year in 

Bournemouth.  A fine achievement amongst strong competition. 

 

Congratulations also to the U15 netball team who beat Walthamstow Hall School, 50-22 in the National Cup and to the 

1st VII who beat Marlborough College, 29 – 22. On Saturday the good start to the season continued for the netball 

teams with the School winning 11 of the 13 matches played against both Cheltenham College and Malvern College. 

 

Four football teams played St Edwards, Oxford, on Saturday, recording four victories. The 1st XI played exceptionally well 

to win 4-0. 

 

The boys’ U15A hockey team won in the first round of the National Cup and there were pleasing performances from the 

teams in matches against Repton too. 

 

We are very much looking forward to the production of Hairspray next week, and for those of you who have supported 

Chapel Services in the past, it will come as welcome news to read that the new heating system has been finished and 

we are beginning to enjoy more amenable temperatures for services. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 
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